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1 Thunderstorms

My mind has thunderstorms,

That brood for heavy hours:

Until they rain me words,

My thoughts are drooping flowers
And sulking, silent birds.

Yet come, dark thunderstorms,
And brood your heavy hours;
For when you rain me words,
My thoughts are dancing flowers
And joyful singing birds.

2 This Night

This night, as | sit here alone,

And brood on what is dead and gone,
The owl that's in this Highgate Wood,
Has found his fellow in my mood;

To every star, as it doth rise —
Oh-0-o! Oh-0-0! he shivering cries.

And, looking at the Moon this night,
There's that dark shadow in her light
Ahi Lite and death, my fairest one,
Thy lover is a skeleton!

‘And why is that?’ | question—‘why?’
Ch-0-0! Oh-0-0! the owl doth cry

3 Leisure

What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.

No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.

No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like stars at night.

No time to turn at Beauty’'s glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance

No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.

A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

WILLIAM H. DAVIES

Reprinted by permission of Jonathan Cape Ltd
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