ARTHUR BLISS

DISCOURSE
FOR ORCHESTRA

NOVELLO

AND COMPANY LIMITED LONDON Wit



Dedicated to the Louisville Orchestra

First performed at the Columbia Auditorium by the Louisville
Orchestra under its conductor Robert Whitney on October 23rd, 1957.
Recomposed 196

First performance of the new score at the Royal Festival Hall with the
London Symphony Orchestra under Sir Arthur Bliss, September 28th,

1965,

ORCHESTRATION

3 Flutes (2nd & grd alternating Piccolos)
2 Oboes

Cor Anglais

2 Clarinets in Bp and A

2 Bassoons

Contra Bassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
8 Trombones

Timpani

Side Drum )
Tenor Drum

Bass Drum

Cymbals 2 players

Y

Gong
Xylophone

Glockenspiel J
Harp
Strings

Duration about 19 minutes

COMPOSER’'S NOTE

‘I have devised an entirely new score, using a large orchestra and
altering the proportions, with one section completely deleted.

The subject of this nineteen minutes dissertation is announced in the
first few bars.

The design can be divided into five clearly defined sections:

1 Preliminary statement: (a) emphatic (allegro)
(b) calm (larghetto)

2 A gayer and somewhat impudent view (vivace)
3 A contemplative view (andante tranquillo)

4 A restatement of 1(a) with a brief return to 2

5 A peroration, sinking to a quiet and enigmatic close

As in all speeches there are a few anecdotes and small digressions, but I
hope the subject is sufficiently apparent throughout, in some form or

other, to warrant the title.’
A.B.
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