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Darius Milhaud (born in Aix-en-Provence in 1892) was among the first composers of
world-fame who responded to a commission from ISRAELI MUSIC PUBLICATIONS for
a work to reflect the renaissance of the ancient people on its historical soil. “The seven-
branched Candelabrum’ is the ancient symbol of the Jewish people; as such it appears on
Titus’ Arch and on the State of Israel's coat-of-arms. Milhaud’s seven pieces interpret the
seven festivals that make up the Jewish calendar: the Jewish Year opens solemnly with
the Rosh-Hashanah festival, after which comes the Day of Atonement — traditionally
given over to prayer, reflection and good resolutions. The Feast of Tabernacles — cele-
brated in memory of the primitive housing of the people of Israel during their long
years of wandering through the desert — strikes a more joyous note; next comes the
Feast of Lights, Hanukkah, dedicated to the heroic fight of the Maccabeans. The cycle
continues with the gayest feast of the year: Purim, which is carnival time and evokes the
memory of beautiful Queen Esther and her victory over the Persian tyrant. Pessach
(Passover) is the festival of spring, celebrating the liberation of the Jews from Egypt,
and the cycle closes with the Feast of Weeks, in remembrance of the miracle of
Mount Sinai where Israel received the Law.

Darius Milhaud composed this work in Paris between December 20th and 28th 1951;
its first performance was given by Frank Pelleg on April 10, 1952, at the opening
concert of the Ein Gev Festival, on the occasion of the composer’s first visit to Israel.

The cover was designed by Ludwig Schwerin, Tel-Aviv. Duration: 10 minutes
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FEAST OF WEEKS
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