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RIVER MUSIC 1967

Swell the broad stream of art,

Old Father Thames! Men leave their source,
Wander, and die: but on your mazy course
Through London’s heart

From age to age the water-music ebbs and flows.

Sing us, old Thames, along

Your tide! Cranes, dock-gates, launches, ferries,

Lighters and tugs, great steamers, wharves and wherries
Enlarge that song.

From bank to bank, from reach to reach the water-music flows.

Changeful the river’s tone—

In sunshine rippling a song without words,

Muted by fog, by rain-storm plucked, long-held chords
Beneath a moon.

From bridge to bridge, from age to age the music flows.

Men must forsake their source,
Wander and die. Only their art remains.
Honour the fluent forms, the fountainy strains
Of calm and force.
From here and now, to all time let our proud music flow!
C. Day Lewis
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