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The five poems were selected by Canon Stephen Verney
and are dedicated by him to the memory of his wife Scilla.

I The Lord is risen
(FIRST VERSE)

Done is a battell on the dragon blak,

Our campioun Chryst confountet hes his force;
The yettis of hell ar brokin with a crak,

The signe triumphall rasit is of the croce,

The divillis trymmillis with hiddous voce,

The saulis ar borrowit and to the blis can go,
Chryst with his blud our ransonis dois indoce :
Surrexit dominus de sepulchro.

William Dunbar, 1460-1520

INTERLUDE—G@Gloria in excelsis Deo



2 Love

Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lacked anything.

‘A guest,’ I answered, ‘worthy to be here.’
Love said, ‘You shall be he.’

‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on thee.’

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
‘Who made the eyes but I?’

‘Truth, Lord, but I have marred them; let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.”

‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘but who bore the blame?’
‘My dear, then I wili serve.’

‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’
So I did sit and eat.

George Herbert, 1593-1633



3 An Essay on Man

(EXTRACTS)

Know then thy-self, presume not God to scan;
The proper study of Mankind is Man.

Plac’d on this isthmus of a middle state,

A Being darkly wise, and rudely great:

With too much knowledge for the Sceptic side,
With too much weakness for the Stoic’s pride,
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or rest;

In doubt to deem himself a God, or Beast;

Created half to rise, and half to fall;

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all;
Sole judge of Truth, in endless Error hurl’d:
The glory, jest, and riddle of the world!

Behold the child, by Nature’s kindly law,
Pleas’d with a rattle, tickled with a straw:
Some livelier play-thing gives his youth delight,
A little louder, but as empty quite:

Scarfs, garters, gold, amuse his riper stage,
And beads and pray’r-books are the toys of age:
Pleas’d with this bauble still, as that before;
*Till tir’d he sleeps, and life’s poor play is o’er.

See! and confess, one comfort still must rise,
"Tis this, Tho’ Man’s a fool, yet GOD 1S WISE.

Alexander Pope, 1688-1744



4 O yet we trust

(FROM In Memoriam)

O yet we trust that somehow good
Will be the final goal of ill,
To pangs of nature, sins of will,
Defects of doubt, and taints of blood;

That nothing walks with aimless feet;
That not one life shall be destroyed,
Or cast as rubbish to the void,

When God hath made the pile complete;

That not a worm is cloven in vain;
That not a moth with vain desire
Is shrivelled in a fruitless fire,

Or but subserves another’s gain.

Behold, we know not anything;
- I can but trust that good shall fall
At last—far off —at last, to all,
And every winter change to spring.

So runs my dream: but what am I?
An infant crying in the night:
An infant crying for the light:

And with no language but a cry.

Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809-1892



5 Little Gidding

(EXTRACTS)

A people without history
Is not redeemed from time, for history is a pattern
Of timeless moments. So, while the light fails
On a winter’s afternoon, in a secluded chapel
History is now and England.

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
Through the unknown, remembered gate
When the last of earth left to discover
Is that which was the beginning;

At the source of the longest river
The voice of the hidden waterfall
And the children in the apple-tree
Not known, because not looked for
But heard, half heard, in the stillness
Between the waves of the sea..

Quick now, here, now, always—

A condition of complete simplicity
(Costing not less than everything)
And shall be well and

All manner of thing shall be well
When the tongues of flame are in-folded
Into the crowned knot of fire

And the fire and the rose are one.

T. S. Eliot, 1888-1965

The above lines are used by permission of
Mrs Valerie Eliot and Faber & Faber Ltd.
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